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Dear John, 

You and I have no cash of course. 
But I'd like you to talk around about the 
plight of Mr John Lygate, 35 Langside Road, 
Glasgow S$ 2. 

It seems that apart from the 

Savage political sentehce here are certain 
legal transgressions. This has meant the 
employment of an investigator whose fee-due 
this week- is £45. Mr Lygate, senior, has 
managed to scrape up £25. 

IT have. sent a few letters out to 
folk in the movement. But whether it works 
or not is in the lap of the Gods. 

i haventt forgotten your idea regarding 
my book and now that I shall be in the office 
for a bit-after travelling all over the place 
and alfecting my health-there is no reason 
whey we shouldn't chat. Wednesday for 
lunch in the office. Pastry) and tea better 
than nowt. Regards to Cathy and weans. 


Yours sincerely, 
Tele | 
WB. Had a nice revly fromPeter Kearney | 
Conn about my praise for Bread and Buiter, radio 
play. Not, of course, caring about author. The 
art not the artist is my motto. 
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‘Unmasking. Reality " UNMASKING 


PLRLSmith — (1992) 


From time to time there are bold selfeducational z E LI 


ventures undertaken, Such an initiative was the aim of 
the Joha MacLean Society from 1990 - 1992. While it 
would be fair to say that there was hardly any 
overspills at the meetings, these thought provoking 
lectures have come to fruitition in this book. 


Soctalist themes. Among the historical topics included 
are the split in the first International Bolshevism and 
the Industrial Workers of the World (or the 
“wobblies"). These essa ys showing that historical 
debate, like socialism, is alive and well. 
AU students of SaAOTKA Will be interested in Hillel 
Viektin's piece on "What is a Socialist Society". Any 
essay that raises such questions as What is Freedom? . 
aces: Does Capitalism have the answers? Can we have a Lectures given to the 
socialist sacicty?. Bearing in mind that nobody knows 
the wruth. Hillel sets out his answers which I could not 1990.92 
hope to do justice in such a short review. 
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John Maclean Society 


The Scottish dimension is dealt with. However, unlike other " 


farxist" (je. Brit Left) versions of 
the Scottish Question. This Piece is pro 


Independence, pro Republicanism and pro-Maclean. 


By far my favourite essay is Farquhar Mclay’s piece on "Anarchism in Glasgow” I’m no 
anarchist yet. l was impressed by Farquhar’s account of Gla sgow anarchism. It provided a nice 
contrast between the theory and the practice of striving for Freedom; whatever your definition of 


Freedom. Take for instance, Farquhar’s informative yet entertaining account of life in an 
. Such things you do to change the world. 


anarchist commune in the early 60's in Molliesburn 


I would recommend this book to all students of Scottish freedom, even though not all of it ma y 
seem relevant to our struggle for national self-determination. At the back of our minds should be 
the question - What kind of free Scottish society? This book will help to keep your minds open. 


DEVIEWS 


SIOL (ISSUE 10) 


The latest issue of SIOL (umber 10) is now 
available priced £1.50. Copies of this esteemed 
publication can be obtained by Writing to :- 


Siol Nan Gaidheal, 
ISSUE No. 10 1993 £1.50 35 Aller Place, 
SS Blibarn, 
Livin, , 
West Lothian, BH54 6RF 


All cheques/PO’s should be made payable to 
Siol Nan Gaidheal. 
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its arguments, especially those about the 
laws of motion of the USSR, are better 
presented in the articles Ticktin has 
published in Critique and elsewhere. Its 
form as a series of essays, moreover, makes 
for repetition and sometimes results in a 
failure to properly link together different 
parts of the argument. Nevertheless, this 
should. not stop people reading it. The fact 
that it 1s a demanding read, and the fact that 
the reader has often to make explicit the 
connections that are often merely implicit 
in the book, it itself a good discipline. The 
difficulty and challenge of grappling with 
such a text is itself a rewarding experience. 
Beyond that, however, whether one agrees 
or disagrees with Ticktin, his book does 
constitute the only serious and empirically 
grounded attempt to theorise stalinism and 
must form the starting point for any 
attempt to understand the phenomenon. 


Paul B. Smith (ed.) 


Unmasking Reality: Lectures 
given to the John Maclean 
Society 1990-92 


John Maclean Society, Glasgow, 
1993, £4.95 


Reviewed by Brian McGrail 


Although this book may not be a major 
work in Marxist/revolutionary theory it is 
an important publication in the context of 
the Scottish labour movement and its 
critical theory. Not only is it published by 
the John Maclean Society, which continues 
to keep alive interest in Maclean's life and 
thought, but it brings together a number of 


Book Reviews * Page 91 


of politically disparate writers, activists and 
radicals who, in their own way, are 
contributing to the cultural life of Scotland 
and the emancipatory project in particular. 


As the title suggests, the book is 
collection of articles which were first 
presented as lectures to the society between 
1990 and 1992. A wide array of topics are 
therefore covered: three different articles on 
aspects of anarchism and its relation to 
more ‘mainstream’ socialist organisation 
and history; one on the meaning of 
‘socialist society’; one on the legacy of 
Bolshevism; another on Marx's categories; 
and a final one on the Scottish national 
question. The most positive element in 
this collection is the fact that each article is 
written by someone sympathetic to the 
political views and points being expressed. 


This approach cuts through the ‘dryness’ of 
debate which is so often to be found in 
works solely produced for and aimed at 
academic and institutional readerships. For 
example, Farquhar McLay's article 
Anarchism in Glasgow is drawn from his 
personal experience as a young man who 
came to anarchism from growing up in 
1950s Glasgow whilst Paul Anderson's 
What is Bolshevism? clearly wishes to 
reclaim the revolutionary principles of that 
tradition and Hillel Ticktin’s What is a 
Socialist Society? reproduces his own, and 
quite unique, views. Hence, an emphasis 
evident in Sinith’s introduction, is the point 
that co-operation between politically 
opposed critics within the anti-capitalist 
literary camp is not only possible but 
desirable, especially in the present period 
with its contradictory repressed social 
consciousness in the midst of worldwide 
working class insubordination. “Look 
around the world and see how militant 
workers are today. Workers are more 
powerful than ever” (p. 3). In this manner 
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Page 92 * Common Sense - Issue 15 


the book is upbeat and optimistic which 
makes a pleasant change from the unhelpful 
and demoralising tomes produced by 
mainstream socialists in recent times. 
Reformism may be dead, whether of the 
liberal (British Labour Party) or 
authoritarian (Soviet Communist Party) 
kind, but rather than shed tears true 
revolutionaries should have cause for 
celebration at such a lack of reformist 
vision — Smith's book goes some way 
towards a reflection on this state of affairs. 


However, though the openess of the debate 
is to be welcomed the diversity of topics 
covered is also a downfall in so far as the 
book stands as a single volume. A more 
focused theme would have sharpened 
arguments and rounded the project through 
direct criticism and cross-referencing of 
articles in the volume. Each article 
expresses differing political views but tend 
to break off at a tangent in terms of the 
ground being covered. This fault cannot 
really be placed at the door of the editor nor 


of the lecture organisers (given the difficulty 
of getting people to present papers). The 
result, nonetheless, is a book which is 
much more like one issue of a series or a 
journal, Reading this work not only leaves 
one with anticipation of a sequel but with 
expectation of one in which direct criticism 
of McLay, Anderson, Ticktin ef af will be 
opened up. 


Having said this it only remains to be stated 
that Unmasking Reality should be given the 
thumbs up - not only because of its non- 
sectarianism but because of the way in 
which it deals with the issue of left 
sectarianism. Rather than trying to reduce 
everyone to the lowest common 
denominator, that is, to get everyone to 
diplomatically agree to the same set of 
tinciples, Unmasking Reality’s openess by 
allowing criticism to flourish helps us to 
recognise that criticism is a vital part of 
social reality and not something to be 
shunned or denied in the name of theoretical 
purity. So here's hoping for many more 
years of fruitful debate. 


[The John Maclean Society can be contacted via: 
The Convener, c/o 11, north Laggan by Spean 
Bridge, Invemesshire.} 
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RED BANNER 


Review: 


Edited be Paul B. Smith, Published by 
the John MacLean Society, 11 North 
Laggan, by Spean Bridge, 
Invernesshire, £4.95. 


This book comprises a series os lectures 
given to the John MacLean Society in 
1990-92. They are on varied,topics and 
nearly all are well worth reading. T'llel 
Ticktin contributes an article "What is a 
Socialist Society" which addresses 
basic questions of Marxist the sry, and 
should act as a counterweight to the 
Left's tendency to neglect theoretical 
matters. Paul B.Smith provides a useful 
introduction to the book and an honest, 
scholarly, account of Bakunin's 
expulsion from the First International, 
an episode generally obscured by myth. 
Bill Johnston (Writing the IWW 
preamble) Charles McMahon (What are 
Marx's Basic Catergories?) and Paul 
Anderson (What is Bolshevism) 
maintain a similarly high stand:rd. 


I found the contribution of ia: 
McLay (Anarchism in Glasgow)!r' 
outstanding. It has a broadér's¢ope 


McLay conveys the atmospheve of that 
remarkable group of self-taught Marxist 
debaters. The level, as he correctly 
observes, was extremely high, so much 
so that for anyone who experienced 
it,the English Left appeared incredibly 
sloppy. 


McLay does not wallow in 
sentimentality. The participants in the 
Open Forum saw Marxism aot as a 
guide to action but as a conort and 
source of self-esteem in a hargn world. 
They had little interest in contemporary 
events or in the debates in’ zond 
or Third Internationals. Their mental 
clock had stopped in 1914, McLay is 
quite right to see that Jurassic Marxism 
as a rotten introduction to politics. The 
Open Forum was not to blame for the 
Stalinist straight jacket in the Labour 
movement, the absence of books or 
journals, nor our own ignorance and 


MARCH 1994 


Unmasking Reality 


semi-literacy, and it was all there was. I 
wonder if there was intelligent life in 
the University at that time? If there had 
been it is unlikely that we would have 
known. 


McLay fled the Forum to join the 
Anarchists. He found them much more 
fun and his vivid description of the 
brilliant propagandists who took the 
piss out of our rulers at open air 
meetings in Maxwell Street is a joy to 
read.The Anarchist group, like the 
Forum, was unable to involve people in 
activity, if for rather different reasons. 
There was little structure and no attempt 
to move beyond witty propaganda. That 
world has also vanished. Television 
satire is its nearest present day 
equivalent. McLay tells us that his 
present beliefs are based on the Hindu 
Vedas, Lao Tzu and Ghandi. That 
proves to arrive at that intellectual 
destination you do not have to be born 
in Surrey, gone to Art College, and to 
have ingested large amounts of mind 
expanding substances. 


The one dissapointing article in this 
collection is "What is the Scottish 
national Question?" by Gerard J. 
Cairns, seven pages of nationalist rant, 
which I imagine being delivered in a 
kilt. Cairns has no conception of what 
constitutes proof, evidence, or logic. 
The John Maclean Society is obviously 
more tolerant than the Open Forum ever 
was. 


John Sullivan 
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RED BANNER 


Review: 


Edited be Paul B. Smith, Published by 
the John MacLean Society, 1.1 North 
Laggan, by Spean Bridge, °° 3: 
Invernesshire, £4.95. “h 


This book comprises a series of lectures 
given to the John MacLean Society in 
1990-92. They are on varied topics and 
nearly all are well worth reading. Hillel 
Ticktin contributes an article "What is a 
Socialist Society" which addresses 
basic questions of Marxist theory, and 
should act as a counterweight to the 
Left's tendency to neglect theoretical 
matters. Paul B.Smith provides a useful 
introduction to the book and an honest, 
scholarly, account of Bakunin's 
expulsion from the First [nteraational, 
an episode generally obscured by myth. 
Bill Johnston (Writing the. IWW 
preamble) Charles McMahon (What are 
Marx's Basic Catergories?) and Paul 
Anderson (What is Bolshevism) 
maintain a similarly high standard. 


I-found the contribution of Farquhar 
McLay (Anarchism in Glasgow) really 
outstanding. It has a broader scope than 
the title suggests as it also describes 
the, very different, Workers’ Open 
Forum which met in Renfrew Street. 
McLay conveys the atmosphere of that 
remarkable group of self-taught Marxist 
debaters. The level, as he correctly 
observes, was extremely high, so much 


so that for anyone who experienced ; 


it,the English Left appeared incredibly 
sloppy. 


McLay does not wallow in 
sentimentality. The participar.ts in the 
Open Formim, saw Marxism 1.0ot as a 
guide to. aetion but as a comfort and 
source of self-esteem in a harsh world. 
They had little interest in contemporary 
events or in the debates in the Second 
or Third Internationals. Their mental 
clock had stopped in 1914. McLay is 
quite right to see that Jurassic Marxism 
as a rotten introduction to politics. The 
Open Forum was not to blame for the 
Stalinist straight jacket in the Labour 
movement, the absence of books or 
journals, nor our own ignorance and 
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Unmasking Reality 


semi-literacy, and it was all there was. I 
wonder if there was intelligent life in 
the University at-that time? If there had 
been it is unlikely that we would have 
known. 


McLay fled the Forum to join the 
Anarchists. He found them much more 
fun and his vivid description of the 
brilliant propagandists who took the 
piss out of our rulers at open air 
meetings in Maxwell Street is a Joy to 
read.The Anarchist group, like the 
Forum, was unable to involve people in 
activity, if for rather different reasons. 
There was little structure and no attempt 
to move beyond witty propaganda. That 
world has also vanished. Television 
satire is its nearest present day 
equivalent. McLay tells us that his 
present beliefs are based on the Hindu 
Vedas, Lao Tzu and Ghandi. That 
proves to arrive at that intellectual 
destination you do not have to be born 
in Surrey, gone to Art College, and to 
have ingested large amounts of mind 
expanding substances. 


The one dissapointing article in this 
collection is "What is the Scottish 
national Question?" by Gerard J. 
Cairns, seven pages of nationalist rant, 
which I imagine being delivered in a 
kilt, Cairns has no conception of what 
constitutes proof, evidence, or logic. 
The John Maclean Society is obviously 
more tolerant than the Open Forum ever 
was. 


John Sullivan 
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041-336— 

Diepaareed John Taylor Caldwell 
23 Hodge Court 
21 Bracken St 

Dear Farquhar, GLASGOW G22 6AT 

When I sent you an excerpt from my atobiography, 

"Stars" it was inncogpensation for not being able to be of 

some help inanswering your quay on Shiwell. There was no 

revelent connection,, but it was a facesaver, hoping to show 

that I am né¢ as supid as my ingorance m ay,have implied. IT thes. 

thought you would read it in a few daya and return it with 


polite thanks. 


As you have retained the script I take it that your 
interest is more than causual, and it seens to me that you 
should be curious as to the manner and matter of the other 
seventeen chapters. I may be wrong, because you haven't ex- 
pressed any such interest. In that case please just ignor this 
offer to let you have these chapters, either in @script or 
in tape. There are 5 90min tapes or 124 A4 pages; that is 
54,000 words - and I am §tillnly 16. If I were to finish the 
work it would run to 180,000 ‘words = 400 pages.But I am not 
finishing it, As you can see by this letter I an now 
unable to type. 


The book was mox¥ for publicagion anygsy, but only gor 
the famil_y agchives. I am showing it around to several 
friends , then it will be tucked away to await whatever fate 
there is in store for it. It may end up, blocking a hole to 
keep the wind away. 
Maybe you would care to drop me a note on what is 
happening to the few chapters you alréady have. . 


Sorry to be a nuisance, 


Yours fraérnally, 


041-336-3224 23 Hodge Court 


21 Bracken St 
Glasgow G22 6AT 


Dear Farquhar, 

Thanks for your letter. I understand the financial 
difficulties of the Clydeside Press. I worked under similar 
conditions at the Strickland Press for thirty years. 

I aiso understand the difficulty of selling Jesus - 
even as a working-class rebel and visionary - to those who have 
accepted the norms of socialism or anarchism.. He has become 
the cardinal figure in a ruling-class religion of sf hypocrisy 
and suppression. it would be hard to erradicate this image and 
the misunderstanding it has fostered. 

Yet there are those who would appreciate and respoad 
to the message proclaimed in the Speeches. I I had a press I 
would issue a limited edition to supply that need. There is a 
danger, though, that Guy' visionary side could be over-stressed 
to the detriment of his more practical propaganda work and 
his agitation in bold confrontation with authority as revealed 
in the Glasgow Geeen struggle, and the atand against war as re- 
lated in Come Dungeons Dark --" This side must not be obliterated 
in mysticism - which only the few can understand. I will tell 
Robert Finch - who asked me to write to you — what you have 
said. 

I have been sent the galley proofs of the first chapters 
of "Dungeons -'"' so it seems that its publication is under way. 

I will send you a copy as soon as possible. 

Enclosed, on a seperate sheet for the typesetter, is 
a short biography. If it is not suitable, phone me and suggest 
amendments. 


Yours fraternally, 


-) U 1 ie = 
John Taylor Caldwell Ao 


THE RECORDED SPEECHES OF GUY A.  ALDRED 


Guy Aldrea recorded three speeci:es from a sick bed during his 
last illness. On the night of each lecture, which took place on 
the first Sunday of every month, he went by taxi to Central Halls 
and sat on the platform while the tape was played, then answered 
questions from the audience. 


The first of these lectures was delivered on 5th May 1963. It 
was entitled THE TWO NATIONS. After Guy Aldred's death it was pub- 
lished as a pamphlet. The theme was that there are two nations in 
society, each with different, often antagonistic interests. The 
Nation of the rich, and the Nation cf the poor. The workers owe 
their loyalty to the Nation of the poor, and-$hould consider 
offences against the poor in the sare light as the Nation of the 
rich regard offences against their privileges, —— as sedition, 
‘or treagon. 


DOW TC EARTH, the next lecture, 2nd June 1963¢akes its theme fron the current 
excitement arising from the launching of the first satillites From the 
USSR and the USA. Aldred questions the wisdom of this pursuit of 
scientific achievement, and calls for a return to earth where 
more urgent problems require attention. 


The next speech, 7th July 1963, was entitled VISION AND REALITY. 
This was Aldred's last recorded speech. The next two meetings, 
August and September, were addressed by Tom Hyslop of Denny. On 
the first Sunday in October, Guy, knowing that he had not long to: 
live, insisted on being taken to Central Halls, where, sitting on 
the platform he spoke to an audience of faithful sympathisers, 
bidding them fareww1l, after sixty years of socialist activity as a 
Sddrass., It was 
much on the same lines as VISION AND REALITY. Ten days after this 
meeting Guy Aldred died - on 16th October 1963, 
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VISION AND REALITY is a statement of the idea which underlay 
Guy Aldred's socialist agitation. Aldred had great sympathy with the 
poor. He thought that in tmem were the seeds of a more just and 
equable future. But that future was not to be induced by reforms 
and ameliorations within the old order. There must be the reaching 
out to the realisation of a new societyfrom whach the mendacity of 
the present structures of market values and cash nexus would have 
vanished. It was the business of the agitator to nurture that 
longing within the hearts of the people. The careerist politician 
and Trade Unionist, with their promises of a little more within the 
system stifled that yearning. 


Aldred defined socialism as: " The next stage in social evolut— 
jon. The station after Capitakism in man's forward march —-- " 
He believed in dialectical materialism, but thought that the marxists 
had overlooked the fact that although Marx turned Hegelian idealism 
on its head, he had not expunged the element of progression in the 
unwinding of the dialectic. He believed the movement of social 
history was on an upward curve; from - slavery: througti-feudalism 
to capitalism and beyond, bo socialism. Engels indicates further 
progression, . Bakunin believed in development from the simple to the 
wider horizon of the complex. VISICN, debased into superstition by 
the Church, and degraded into self-advancemeant by politicians,was , 
in its essense, the kernal of new REALITIES. Having called on his 
audience the previous month to COME DOWN TO EARTH Aldred now asked 
them to become aware to their inner Vigion and, ceasing to be 
"cravens of fact" to aspire to the realisation of that inner 
urge that would create a new REALITY. Lil 

a. dD, Bak 
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041-336-3224 


29th DEc 
Dear Farquhar, 


I enjoyed the launching ceremony; 
even though bhe attendance did hot come 
up to expectations, and the press and telev- 
ision crews were not there. They may have 
been on alert for bad-weather disasters, 

THE RECKONING is excellent, and worthy 
of much self~-congratulation. But there is 
one small misprint in my contribution which 
the printer may be able to correct for the 
next printing. Page 17, third line from 
bottom "the thirt footsore miles to Finachy" 
should k "thecthirsty footsore miles to Finachy 
A thirty miles march (and thirty back again) 
would be ifnmpossible, Finachy is an outer 
suburb of Belfast (like Milngavie to 
Glasgow) THere the procession @nded in a 
field, where the crowd broke up into picnic 
pet A-rw. 
rebes, or listened to the @3peakers. Many 
would gather round the refreshment tent for 
refreshment after. a five mile (or so) march 
fn a mid-summer day, some banner-carrying, 
anrdu.sdmeasb batting sbigadrims_Caag¢d hearthaga 
abd some beating big droms (and how thet 


beat them:), Among the thirsty ones would 4a 
my father@. He would have been thirsty before 
he set out, and he did not much like walking 
hence the description "Thirsty footso#e miles' 
feeling that the Sypesetter may make a 
mistake I wrif®e on the margin of the type- 
script THIRSRY (not 30),fhat must have 
been missed. 

I hope this wan be corrected. 

You will see by this letter that I canhot 
type *#verry well these days. That is one 
reason for discotging the autobiography. 


Bsst wished, V2. 
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JOHN T. CALDWELL 
173 BALMOKE PLACE 
POSSIL PARK. 
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Dear Farquhar, 

If you are at the Discussion Event on Wednesday will a 
you please look out for William (Bill) McKercher. He is associate Ia Sm tn A 
professor of Political Studies at Kundon University, Ontario. (nf be 
As he mentioned Guy several times in his book "Freedom and Authority” 
I got in touch with him, and he read "Dungeons Dark". Now in Britain P Ore. 
researching a "Life" of Henry Seymour, pioneer anarchist, he asked 
if he might visit me. T told him of the Discussion EventsHe was most \ ie = Ly? 
anxious to attend, making that an added reason for visiting Glasgow. 
But I will not be at the Discussion Event. That means that he will 
be without a contact: a guest without a host. I wonder, if you are Cdedy, A 
there, could you seek him out I have given him your name so he will Che " 


be seeking you out. I have told him about "Workers' City" and the 


Clydeside Press - which, judging by the current production of Z mage 
"Vaeiant" is turning out a very high qualipy of typographical skill. 4/7 5OI 
(Some of the ideas conveyed in "Variant" are away beyond me, or 
contrariwise I am away behind them). - 

I have also given Bill McKercher Keith Miller's nmae. 12 > 


and told him of the "Free University". And I have mentioned Elsbeth 
King, Brian Donnelly and the place of Peoples’ Palace in the # 
promotion of Glasgow's radical hetitage. I hope he is able to leave 
Glasgow feeling that his visit has been a worthwhile experience, 
both in friendliness and enlightenment. 

He will be at the Peirce Institute only on the 
Wednesday. On the Thursday I think he intends to visit me. 

Vernon Richards of "Freedom" asked me if I would supply 
a fortnightly "Glasgow Letter". I said I did not get around enough for 
that, but I sent a letter for the next issue. 

I hope all is well with you, and that 1990 turns out to 
be the best year yet, 


Yours Fraternally, 


C HH A Pp M A N 35 East Claremont Street 
Edinburgh EH7 4HT 
Editor: Joy M. Hendry ; m po 556 5863 


VAT Reg. No. 398 2950 95 
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8 Tarbebt Place, 
Polmont, Fakkirk. 


Friday. 


Dear Farquhar, 
E enjoyed our blether yesterday, and I am glad you are keen on the idea 

of a socialist martyrexx magazine. I can't think of a mmamm name. I think 
yhe word socialist - mez or revolt - should appear in the title. Anyway, I am 
going to write to contacts asking for mgney and articles. Will you please dae 
the same, though mair sae? 

I also enjoyed 'The Betrayal', and I am sending a copy to my son in New York. 
He *phomd@xyx 'phonedw&-us, last night very late, He's settling in. I think you! 
ll like his short ay Ae Road Back', I am glad you did not ridicule the 
‘race memorys thing I spoke to you about yesterday. 

Anyway, I enjoy our bletherings and having you as a friend. I am sending 
you my thing from the GHZ of Yelsin. It stands the test of time, I think. Let 
me know what you think. Like Red Rosa I am for the 'mass ego' of the workers. 


Take care. 


Yours aye, 


= 


Jim 


P.S, Overlook the typing errors; it is a sign of tireness. 


Cc H A ) M A N 80 MORAY ST., BLACKFORB 35 East Claremont Street 
PERTHSHIRE PH4 10F Edinburgh EH7 4HT 

Editor; Joy M. Hendry 031-557 2207 031 556 5863 
VAT Reg. No. 398 2950 95 


Dear Farquhar McLay, 
Many thanks for your good wishes, We are 
both quite deliriously happy ~- a state I'm not used to, 

You can use anything you want out of Chapman, provided, of 
course, that you acknowledge the source, I believe Ray has 
now written to you. Have you tried Tom Scott? (3 Duddingston Park, 
Edinburgh, EH15 1JN) or Tom Hubbard (cJo Scottish Poetry 
Library, Tweeddale Court, 14 High Street, Edinburgh) or Tom 
Law (T.S.) 39 Ruthven Strevt, Auchterarder, Perthshire. I man't 
quite remember who I recommended to you, 


Let me know if I can help further. 
Every best wish for the book (and yourself!) 
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Dear Farquar McLay, 29 
Thank you for the 4 copies of VOICES OF. DISSENT 
morning. Treasure indeed....the best pouffy nowadays appears with c 
rather than hardback. 
I was particularly pleased with ghar introduction m. 
point round a line from William Montgomerie. I have little timmefor poets (and 
there are many today) whose work never indicates any commitment whatsoever. Speaking 
as one who has been sneered at innpublic more than once as a ,purveyor of political 
and social comment, I agree with your comments wholeheartedly. It is indeed difficult 
to think of Nny notable poet of the past who has totally eschewed political cpmment= 
siamese yet you will hear the psyche-scratchers carry on about Yeats, for instance¢ 
as if they had never read "ComerGather Round me Parnellibes" etc., 
I take the liberty of enclo&’ing some SAEs in the hope that if you 
come agahastreviews other than in the S€ottish magazines,The Scotsman, The West 
Highland FP, Stornoway Gazettesyou will either send me a Xerox or tell me where 
I can see the review. I enclose extra stamps to cover cost of copies. 
You have produced a book which will not disappear into oblivion. 
You are a busy man, indeed, so don't bother to answer this letter, 


Yours sincerely 


rave 388-396 Oxford Street, 
London WIN 9HE 
i Telephone: 01-629 4688 


THE rave TRAVEL MAGAZINE Telex: 8814624 
Fax: 01-629 6572. 
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041-336-3224 23 Hodge Court 
21 Bracken St 
Glasgow G22 6AT 


6th JULY 


Dear Farquhar, 

About a fortnight ago I asked you to send a 
copy of "Workers' City" to the publisher of 
"Dungeons"-In a letter I received this morning he 
says it hasn't yet arrived, and he is anxious to 
see it. Will you please check and see if it has 
been posted. The address is: 


Mr T. W. Atkinson 
Luath’: Press 


Forest Hill 


BARR 
Ayrshire 
KA26 9TW 


I'm sure he will find "Workers' City" very 
interesting, 


Yours frat. 


J. T. Caldwell 


ART AND IDEAS FROM SCOT All that’s progressive. 
76 CARLISLE STREET : GLASGOW G2 
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Association for Scottish Literary Studies 


NEW WRITENG SCOTLAND 
Language®& Literature Dept 
The Mitchell Library 
Glasgow G3 7DN 


| Roel fet gulad 


Iam pleased to teli you that the work listed below has been selected 
by the editors, Edwin Morgan and Carl MacDougall, for publication in 
WEW WRITING SCOTLAND 6. 


Would you be good enough to fill in the enclosed form and return it to 
m: as soon as possible? Yor are granting the ASLS first serial tights 
on the work we have chosen. In other words, the work chosen will be 
published for the first time in NEW WRITING SCOTLAND, but you retain 
the copyright and are free to publish it elsewhere after the pub- 
lization of NEW WRITING SCOTLAND 6. The ASLS will claim copyright on 
the complete anthology. 


Would you also please send me at the same time a brief biographical 
sketch, which should not exceed 50 words?- date and place of birth, 
background, occupation, other publications, that kind of thing. 


We expect NEW WRITING SCOTLAND 6 to appear in October. On publication 
yor will be sent a copy of the book, and a cheque in payment for the 
publication cf your work. We very much hope that you in turn will do 
what you can to encourage interest in the anthology. 


Yours sincerely 


. 
etd LAN a 
L / 


Hamish Whyte 
Managing Editor 
NEW WRITING SCOTLAND 
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Dear Farquhar, 

Under the new 'freedom' bestowed on us in this behind the sticks 
area where my ancestors dug coal, we are now reduced to mail being 
picked up once a day. Hence the briefness of this note. Anyway 
here are the three things that I promised Yous 


‘tours -Siggereky; 


In haste, 
Yours aye, 
é 
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Dear Poet, Poyphay P 


I have been commissioned by The Mercat Press (James Thin) to edit 
Scots Glagnost: An Anthology of Contemporary Poetry in Scots. 

I believe that this gives us an exciting opportunity to open up 

the full range of work in both the language and its various dialects. 
The projected time of publication is late 1990. I would like 

to invite you to submit up to six poems for consideration. 


I want this to be a pioneering anthology that reflects both the 
individuality of each poet and the culture from which we all derive 
~ even if by negative reaction to it. I'm seeking work from ail 
over Scotland, from a core of some 40 poets including yourself. 


I would like to include new work in preference to older pieces 
which have been much reprinted; I see no point in anthologies 
which take on board.so much: material from earlier anthologies. 
That said, however, I want to represent each poet at his or her 
strongest, and your own preferences may be taken into account in 
the final selection. In the case of material which has already 
appeared, you would need to let me know if the copyright holder 

was other than yourself. All material submitted should be clearly 
typed or word-processed, and the usual s.a.e. should be enclosed. 
In the interests of an early publication date, I would like submissions 
to be in fairly soon, preferably within «me month of the date 

of this letter. : : ; 


I hope the anthology will have both variety and coherence. I've 

long felt that poetry needs to win back ground that has been lost 

to other literary arts, and would. be glad to include work that 

tends toward the narrative and.the dramatic. Self-contained excerpts 
from longer works would, in principle, be acceptable. Reflecting 

the international outlook of the new Scots poetry, translations 

from foreign work will also be considered. 


As regards orthography, I don't want pedantry to discourage experiment, 
nor standardisation to operate against the particular flavour of 
dialect. In general, though, it makes sense to follow the scholarly 
consensus of a work like the Concise Scots Dictionary — which, 


helpfully, gives many regional variants. 


On acceptance of your work, you will be sent a form in which you 
will be asked to grant The Mercat Press a non-exclusive licence 
(4.e. you retain the right to publish the poem(s) elsewhere); 

at this stage I'll indicate the flat-rate fee that will be payable 
to you on publication. 


I hope you* find the above broadly acceptable, and that you will 
want to be a possible contributor to the project. Please forgive 
the standard formality of this letter; I hope to write to you 
personally in due course. 

I wish you a happy and creative decade. 

Yours aye 

Tom Hubbard 


P.S. PLEASE ENCLOSE A GLOSSARY OF LESS FAMILIAR WORDS - THANKS 


8 Tarbert Place, 
Polmont, Falkirk, 
Stirlingshire. 
Wednesday. 
Dear Farquhar, 

Thanks for your various letters, and especially the one with the stuff 
about Ferrer, I naed some stuff from Sweden this morning, too, on Ferrer, 
Joe Hill and Sacco and Vanzetti. I will, if I can get enough energy back, 
need to go to the States to do some research on the theme of socialist 
martyrs. Akthough I have got rid of the cancer, I still get tired very 
easily. 

Meanwhile, I wonder if you could again ask John Caldwell for photo or 
other copies of the following: the two pages of articles on Iuxemburg and 
Idehinecht from the Fehruary, 1919, issue of The Spur; and the reference in 
The Commune, Sept-Oct, 1927 where Guy Aldred criticised Ramsay MacDonald 
for socialising with the Governor of Boston Alvan Fuller, who had upheld the 
death sentences on Sacco and Vahzetti; and any article that Alfred wrote about 
Sacco and Vanzetti? Also could you ask John Caldwell if he has any pamphlets 
on Joe Hill or Sacco and Vanzetti? I'd be most grateful for your help. 

Tommy informs me that Norman S@@§@@ Bissell was not happy with the Maclean 
event on Sunday night, and that he is going to stop them for a few years. 
What does the Left not grasp that the 4raditional authoritarian approach to 
raising consciousness is no longer appropriate? Being even more critical 
than some, it seems to me that the Left in Europe has taken a terrible 
batterhjg during the past two decades. If I am right, then this needs to 
be acknowledged before we can transcend the ptesent crisis. Anyway, I'd 
like to know what you thought of Sunday night's Maclean event! 


Lets hear from you soon. Warmest regards, 


Yours aye, 
«4 


Jim 4 
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Dave Bisic 
11 The Cleaves 
Tullibody 


Clackmannanshire 


Dear Farquhar, 


I seen your letter in the poetry library asking for poems for 
Clydeside Press, If I am not too late in sending these poems 
to you,you can use any that you like, Good luck with the book, 


Yours faithfully 


ae See 


Dave Bisio 


28 Glendevon Road, 
Edinburgh 
EH 12 5XG 
031-337-8497 


Dear Farquhar, 


I meant to enclose these copies with the glossary: they are your 
own personal copies for use in proof-reading, 
An old editor I once knew always believed in receiving copies at a few days 
remove from receipt of the original batch for his use in proof-reading. 
He felt that even the writer can make little mistakes when he is rattling out a batch 
of copies to send away in a hurry: he reckoned the selected batch stood a better 
chance of being error free. 
I dont know if this is the case or not, however here are your personal copies (please 
do as you wish with them after they have served their purpose). 


yours aye, 


John. 
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JACK WITHERS: 


Born in Maryhill, Glasgow. Left at 14, still am 

and shall remain so till the end. Hand and mind 
worker most of my life. Now it's just mind. Sense 

of loss. enormous. Poems and prose printed, radio 

and theatre plays produced. Work in WORDS, LOGOS, 
CHAPMAN, LINES REVIEW, RADICAL SCOTLAND, RADICAL 
(ENGLAND), VOICES, INFORMATION (DENMARK), WESTERMANNS 


MONATSHEFTE (WEST GERMANY), NURNBERGER BLATTER (WEST 
GERMANY), JAMES KENNAWAY SCREENPLAY AWARD. 


Dear Farquhar, 


Is the above too much or too little? Too smug? Too confusing? 
Hope not. But if so streamline accordingly. 

I look forward to the launching and to meeting you and any 
other contributors. 


Yours in peace 


Coch 


28 Glendevon Road, 
Edinburgh 
EH125X¢ 


Dear Farquhar, 
I recieved your mag. and enjoyed your article, it was very kind of you to 
let me see it, I enjoyed your highlighting the threid of the spirit running throu 


Lao Tzu, Buddha, and christ: the spirit being all} and always triumphant, 
Thanks again, 


yours aye, 


John 
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Dear Favquhay, i 
| JUSt thought: | Weuld drop you 2 wee note fo duaw 
YOuv abention 4d an athide In HZ tlasgow Herald (512-88) tt | 
nohced. You May alveady have sean IE, out E cones a heok 
recently published by Aberdeen wniversily press entitted * me City 
that refused tb die” and & the Work of an aladanic , oy. Micheal 
Keating, a firmer ledtuter at Shathchtte wnivelstty. | have not yes 
Sez {HIS book but tt Appews fo deal with tne political fortes 

which hove brought about regenerathon In Glasgow . Moveover he 
Talks absuL howsing » tne sekedhivily of economic regeneration, 
EXPIEN@ penimism abot Me dependunte on the PAVAIC sevlor 
and {> put iF sinnply, he (Ss exvemely oitical of (ne polttival mofivahon 
and fuve SUGON oF HLASgoWs Mudhteuted “yenaissamic: Appovently, 
his Exposinor) OF flagow politics siniz Ine cally - 1470s has made 
him exvenely anpopulay with fhe powels fab be. | thought yoy 
Might find his WoIand Views ateresting . 

By the Way, | Mysienodly rewived ome teafles aha a note 
about a disasssan on ‘plans toy working-class cultural and polrticer| 
Laponse td offidal ‘aly oF cultwe' yeav (440: Ynfo Audley | was 
hot dole 40 ating, DUE | was wondening It WAS you Uho sent tC. 
K Sd, Many tanks becuce th Sounded AX\veinvely Mtereshing ; 
Indeed , | would (Ike4D keop up-to-date wil the work of thd 
Clydeside Press Hf possible. - 


All (A@ best, 
&ylvi4 Koss 


